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PRINCIPAL’S NOTES 

We are so excited to have had a full school week with our students!  Here’s to hoping for a warmer 
winter with limited winter weather.  As of today, our last day of school will be on June 23rd (barring 
any other snow days).  This week our 3rd grade students were able to learn more about animal 
habitats with a South Shore Natural Science Center visit to Cole School.  Be sure to ask your third 
grader if they know another name for a groundhog.  Two of our 5th grade classes traveled to South 
Shore Arts Center in Cohasset on Wednesday.  They learned from the artist in residence, Jess Hurley 
Scott, and completed a 2D or 3D art project.  The other two classes will go next Wednesday.  Many 
thanks to the PTO for sponsoring and arranging these enrichment and learning opportunities for our 
students.  Thanks again to all parents for your dues contributions that make these learning 
experiences possible! 

Our 1st grade students will be hosting our Community Meeting on Monday, January 13th at 9 am in 
the cafeteria.  Parents are welcome to attend. 

Student Government recently led our school in Inclusive Schools Week by hanging up posters with 
messages of inclusivity and positivity around the school and decorating the “All Hands on Deck” 
bulletin board in the cafeteria.  They are beginning to plan and run a “Mix It Up at Lunch” Day 
sometime in February to follow up Inclusive Schools Week. 

Our 5th Grade Ambassadors traveled to Cradles to Crayons on Thursday afternoon.  We were able to 
hand deliver about 300 pairs of new pajamas that we collected as a community just prior to winter 
break.  Our students worked to sort and size donations and were able to impact the lives of over 1000 
MA children in just two hours of volunteering!  While there, we learned that quality equals dignity for 
the recipients of the donations.  We learned how to sort donations and keep only the items that we 
would be proud to wear ourselves.  It was a very valuable volunteering opportunity.  
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Mark your Calendar 

1/13 - Community Meeting 9am - Gr. 1 hosting, 
parents welcome to attend 

1/20 - Holiday - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

1/22 - Parent Focus Group 10am - by invitation 
only

COLE MINERS’ DIG
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The 5th Grade Ambassadors will be running a new drive to collect new or gently used hooded 
sweatshirts and backpacks for men and women as well as new white socks for COPE (Communities 
Offer Practical Encouragement).  COPE supports homeless men, women, and children who are 
unable to find shelter and are forced to survive on the streets.  They provide much needed items to 
this population.  This drive will run from January 13th-January 24th. 

Have you ever considered working as a substitute teacher?  The hours are convenient and self-
selected, but the greatest benefit of the job is working with amazing students and teachers.  We are 
actively seeking substitutes for the Norwell Schools.  If you are interested, please apply on the 
Norwell Schools website under the Employment link. 

As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter.  Please 
consider following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 

PRESCHOOL LOTTERY REGISTRATION 2020-2021 

Norwell Public Schools is accepting registrations for community preschoolers for the 2020-2021 
Preschool Lottery. The Preschools, located at Cole & Vinal School, are integrated programs for 3 and 
4 year olds both with and without disabilities. Community preschoolers serve as peer models for 
students with disabilities, these students should be toilet trained and display developmentally 
appropriate speech and language skills, social skills, and play skills. Space is limited. During the 
2019-2020 school year community preschoolers were charged a fee to attend the program ($2,475/
year for 3 year olds for 3 mornings/week and ($3,300/year for 4 year olds for 4 afternoons/week). This 
fee may increase next year. A student who enters the program as a community student is entitled to 
remain until he/she reaches school age. Please visit our web site www.norwellschools.org and click 
on Instructional Services/Early Childhood Education/Preschool Lottery to submit a registration form. 
The registration period is through 1/21/2020. The lottery will be held January 22, 2020. 

MEL’S SPOTLIGHT 
 

 
Mel's spotlight is shining brightly on Mrs. Carey this week.  Mrs. Carey has 
been one of our wonderful building aides, covering classrooms wherever 
she is most needed day to day.  She recently switched roles and is 
currently a special educator working with fourth grade and kindergarten 
students while Mrs. Louchheim is on maternity leave.   

Mrs. Carey grew up in New Jersey and moved to Massachusetts after 
getting married to her college sweetheart, Kevin.  They have lived in 
Norwell for over thirty years and have two children; Shane 26 and Zack 22 
who both graduated from Norwell Schools.  Shane graduated from the 
University of Maine and currently works as the Assisant Harbormaster in 
Nantucket.  Zack graduated from Bridgewater State University in 2019 
with a degree in Secondary Education and hopes to teach History or 
Social Studies in high school or middle school.   
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Mrs. Carey enjoys visiting Nantucket, going to the beach, walking her dog Jude, traveling and  
watching cooking shows. 

Mrs. Carey graduated from Manhattan College in NY with a degree in General Studies. She attended 
American International College graduating with a Master’s Degree in Education.  Mrs. Carey's favorite 
food is lobster.  Her favorite book is Love You Forever and her favorite TV show is the cooking show, 
"Chopped".  The New York Giants are her favorite sports team.   

Mrs. Carey finds it so fulfilling to work with students and see them flourish.  Since she was young she 
always wanted to be a teacher.  To be able to make an impact on a child’s life is the most rewarding 
thing she can think of.   We are very thankful to have Mrs. Carey at Cole School.  She makes an 
impact on so many students in so many different ways.   
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